An exceptional 18-year follow-up after cardiac transplantation. How can malignancies occur during immunosuppressive therapy?
The present report considers the autopsic study of an homograft recipient who had been living for 18.5 years after a cardiac transplantation. The patient was treated by immunosuppressive therapy associating azathioprine and steroids. During the exceptionally long follow-up, two skin carcinomas and a lung carcinoma occurred successively. In addition, the autopsy allowed observation of a kidney adenocarcinoma associated to a polycystic disease, and a liver regenerative nodular hyperplasia containing several areas of severe dysplasia. These findings, when compared with those usually observed in immunodeficient patients, suggested the possibility that long-term immunosuppressive therapy may give rise to malignancies other than those arising after a short therapy.